
Suggested passages for Dwelling in the Word: 
What next?

Below is a series of passages that could be 
used for your Dwelling in the Word
reflec�ons. It is o�en helpful to use the same 
passage on several occasions over a period, 
le�ng the different implica�ons and 
resonances of the passage emerge in all their 
richness. These passages are all taken from 
the New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised
transla�on of the Bible.

John 21: 12-17 
12 Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ Now none of the 
disciples dared to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ because they knew it was 
the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and 
did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third �me that Jesus 
appeared to the disciples a�er he was raised from the dead. 

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?’ He said to him, 
‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my 
lambs.’ 16 A second �me he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you 
love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ 17 He said to him the third �me, ‘Simon 
son of John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt because he said to him 
the third �me, ‘Do you love me?’ And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my 
sheep. 

Isaiah 40:28-31
28 Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlas�ng God,

the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;



his understanding is unsearchable.
29 He gives power to the faint,

and strengthens the powerless.
30 Even youths will faint and be weary,

and the young will fall exhausted;
31 but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength,

they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,

they shall walk and not faint.

Philippians 4:4-9
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplica�on with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever 
is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 Keep on doing the things 
that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and 
the God of peace will be with you.

Ma�hew 5:13-14
13 ‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 
sal�ness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown 
out and trampled under foot.
14 ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 
hidden.

Psalm 43
1 Vindica
.te me, O God, and defend my cause

against an ungodly people;
from those who are decei�ul and unjust



deliver me!
2 For you are the God in whom I take refuge;

why have you cast me off?
Why must I walk about mournfully

because of the oppression of the enemy?
3 O send out your light and your truth;

let them lead me;
let them bring me to your holy hill

and to your dwelling.
4 Then I will go to the altar of God,

to God my exceeding joy;
and I will praise you with the harp,

O God, my God.
5 Why are you cast down, O my soul,

and why are you disquieted within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,

my help and my God.

Ma�hew 6:5-13
5 ‘And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love 
to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that 
they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward. 6 But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door 
and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you.[a]

7 ‘When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the 
Gen�les do; for they think that they will be heard because of their 
many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you 
need before you ask him.
9 ‘Pray then in this way:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.

10 Your kingdom come.
Your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.



11 Give us this day our daily bread. 
12 And forgive us our debts,

as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13 And do not bring us to the �me of trial, 

but rescue us from the evil one. 

Luke 10:38-42
38 Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a 
woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39 She had a 
sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he 
was saying. 40 But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she 
came to him and asked, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister has le� 
me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.’ 41 But the 
Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted 
by many things; 42 there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen 
the be�er part, which will not be taken away from her.’

John 6:32-40
32 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who 
gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the 
true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is that which[a] comes 
down from heaven and gives life to the world.’ 34 They said to him, ‘Sir, 
give us this bread always.’
35 Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me 
will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be 
thirsty. 36 But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not 
believe. 37 Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and 
anyone who comes to me I will never drive away; 38 for I have come 
down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who 
sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose 
nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last 
day. 40 This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and 
believe in him may have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the 
last day.’


