
Thursday 4th June 2026
7.30pm

Thanksgiving for the Institution of
Holy Communion

Corpus Christi

Awarmwelcome to St Stephen & St Agnes Church
for our service this evening

Wewelcome friends from All Saints’, Boyne Hill and St Peter’s, Burnham
who join us for this evening’s celebration.

Parish of Central Windsor

SUNG EUCHARIST

ORGAN MUSIC: Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr (JS Bach)
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THE GATHERING
At the entrance of the ministers, please stand to sing:

The focus or ‘intention’ of the Eucharist we celebrate tonight is Thanksgiving for
Holy Communion.

It is with special joy we experience the gift of Christ’s Body as it is present in the
broken bread and wine outpoured of this sacramental meal we share.

This service culminates with a procession in which the consecrated bread is
placed in a monstrance to display the glory of Christ in our midst. It is usual as
the procession passes to bow your head or kneel as you receive Christ’s
blessing.

In this service we use all our senses, in the beautiful music, words, sight, sound
and smell, in our oMering of worship to God.

Youmay wish to use this prayer before we begin

Lord God, may I know your presence resting uponme this night;
may I know Christ in the breaking of the bread;
may your Spirit help me to glimpse heaven, Amen.

Be still and know that I am God. Psalm 46

Alleluya, sing to Jesus!
His the sceptre, his the throne;
alleluya, his the triumph,
his the victory alone:
hark, the songs of peaceful Sion
thunder like amighty flood;
Jesus out of every nation
hath redeemed us by his blood.

Alleluya, not as orphans
are we left in sorrow now;
alleluya, he is near us,
faith believes, nor questions how:
though the cloud from sight received him,
when the forty days were o’er,
shall our hearts forget his promise,
‘I amwith you evermore’?

OPENING HYMN
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Alleluya, Bread of Angels,
thou on earth our food, our stay;
alleluya, here the sinful
flee to thee from day to day:
intercessor, Friend of sinners,
earth’s Redeemer, plead for me,
where the songs of all the sinless
sweep across the crystal sea.

Alleluya, King eternal,
thee the Lord of lords we own;
alleluya, born of Mary,
earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne:
thou within the veil hast entered,
robed in flesh, our great High Priest;
thou on earth both Priest and Victim
in the Eucharistic Feast. W.Chatterton Dix (1837-1898)

Please remain standing for the:

INVITATION TO CONFESSION

My brothers and sisters, as we prepare to celebrate the mystery of
God’s love, revealed in Word and Sacrament, let us call to mind and
confess our sins.
Silence is kept.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.

Please stand for:
THE GREETING

The priest says
In the name of the Father†, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

All Amen.

The priest greets the people
The Lord be with you

All and also with you.
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ABSOLUTION

The priest says
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon† and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

The Kyrie Eleison is sung by the choir (Darke in F)

All Lord, havemercy, Lord havemercy.
Christ, have mercy, Christ have mercy.
Lord, havemercy, Lord havemercy.

We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that wemay serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

All Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
havemercy on us;
you are seated
at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
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For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

THE COLLECT

The priest introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’
Lord Jesus Christ,
we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament
you have given us thememorial of your passion:
grant us so to reverence the sacredmysteries of your body and blood,
that wemay knowwithin ourselves and show forth in our lives the fruits
of your redemption;
for you are alive and reign with the Father
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

All Amen

Please sit for:
FIRST READING

Genesis 14.18–20
14 18 King Melchizedek of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was priest of
God Most High.19He blessed him and said,
‘Blessed be Abram by GodMost High, maker of heaven and earth;
20 and blessed be GodMost High, who has delivered your enemies into your
hand!’ And Abram gave him one-tenth of everything.
At the end the reader says:

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
PSALM: 116

The congregation is invited to sing the response

To God the Lord raise hymns of praise,
and with your lips proclaimHis name.

I will love the Lord, who / heard my prayer,
Who inclined his ear to my / supplication:
For he deliveredmy soul / from the grave,
And wiped a / waymy tears. Response
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Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
and with fear and trembling stand;
ponder nothing earthly minded,
for with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descendeth,
our full homage to demand.

King of kings, yet born of Mary,
as of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture,
in the body and the blood
he will give to all the faithful
his own self for heavenly food.

The Lord preserves the / meek of heart;
I was brought low, / but he savedme.
Return to your rest / Omy soul,
For the Lord has blest you / with his grace. Response

What shall I render / to the Lord
For all his / loving kindness?
I will take to my lips sal / vation's cup,
And call up / on his name. Response

I will pay to the Lord our / Godmy vows
In the presence / of his people;
I will oMer the sacri / fice of praise,
And call up / on his name. Response

SECOND READING

1 Corinthians 11.23–26
11 23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.’ 25In the same way he took the cup also, after supper,
saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of me.’ 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

At the end the reader says:
This is the word of the Lord.

All Thanks be to God.
Please stand for:
Gradual Hymn
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Rank on rank the host of heaven
spreads its vanguard on the way,
as the Light of light descendeth
from the realms of endless day,
that the powers of hell may vanish
as the darkness clears away.

At his feet the six-winged seraph;
cherubimwith sleepless eye,
veil their faces to the Presence,
as with ceaseless voice they cry,
"Alleluya, alleluya! Liturgy of St James
Alleluya, Lord Most High!” tr Gerard Moultrie (1829-1885)

Please remain standing for:
GOSPEL READING

When the Gospel is announced the reader says or sings

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
All Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

I am the living bread that came down from heaven, says the Lord.
Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever

All Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
All Glory to you, O Lord.
John 6.51–58
Jesus said
6 51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this
bread will live for ever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my
flesh.’ 52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How can this man
give us his flesh to eat?’ 53So Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless you
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in
you. 54Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will
raise them up on the last day; 55for my flesh is true food andmy blood is true
drink. 56Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in
them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so
whoever eats me will live because of me.58This is the bread that came down
from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one
who eats this bread will live for ever.’
At the end the reader says:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.
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THE NICENE CREED

Let us declare before God the faith of the church in which, we pray, wemay all
find grace to grow.

All We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God fromGod, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things weremade.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary and wasmademan.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suiered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdomwill have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Please sit for:
SERMON
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We are the body of Christ. In the one Spirit we were all baptised into one
body. Let us then pursue all that makes for peace and builds up our
common life.
The peace of the Lord be always with you

All and also with you.

Let us oMer one another a sign of peace.

You are invited to exchange a sign of peace with your neighbour.

The oWertory collection will be brought to the altar to be blessed.
It will be used for the ministry, mission and outreach of the church.
Please consider using the Gift Aid envelopes if you are able to do so.

If you give regularly via the collection when you attend Sunday worship in one of
our churches, but are not with us every week, have you considered giving

through the Parish Giving Scheme? It is very easy to do. Details are in the weekly
Keeping Us in Touch leaflet or speak to any of our churchwardens

O thou, who at thy Eucharist didst pray
that all thy Churchmight be for ever one,
grant us at every Eucharist to say
with longing heart and soul, "Thy will be done."
Ohmay we all one Bread, one Body be,
one through this Sacrament of unity.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

These responsesmay be used
Lord, in your mercy Lord hear us

All hear our prayer. All Lord graciously hear us

And at the end
Merciful Father,

All accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

THE LITURGYOF THE SACRAMENT

Please stand for:
THE PEACE

OFFERTORY HYMN
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PREPARATION OF THE TABLE

The altar is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.
The priest takes the bread and wine.

God our sustainer,
receive the gifts we bring before you,
and feed us continually with that bread
which satisfies all hunger,
your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ

All Blessed be God for ever.

For all thy Church, O Lord, we intercede;
make thou our sad divisions soon to cease;
draw us the nearer each to each, we plead,
by drawing all to thee, O Prince of Peace;
thusmay we all one Bread, one Body be,
one through this Sacrament of unity.

We pray thee too for wanderers from thy fold;
O bring them back, good Shepherd of the sheep,
back to the faith which saints believed of old,
back to the Church which still that faith doth keep;
soonmay we all one Bread, one Body be,
one through this Sacrament of unity.

So, Lord, at length when sacraments shall cease,
may we be one with all thy Church above,
one with thy saints in one unbroken peace,
one with thy saints in one unbounded love;
more blessèd still, in peace and love to be
one with the Trinity in Unity. William Turton (1856-1938)

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.`
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Father, we give you thanks and praise
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word,
through whom you have created all things;
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour.
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh;
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin,
he lived on earth and went about among us;
he opened wide his arms for us on the cross;
he put an end to death by dying for us;
and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life;
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people.

And nowwe give you thanks
because by water and the Holy Spirit
you havemade us a holy people
in Jesus Christ our Lord;
you renew that mystery in bread and wine
to show forth your glory in all the world.

Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power andmight,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

The Sanctus and
Benedictus are sung

by the choir
(Darke in F)
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In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith
All Christ has died:

Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrificemade once for the sins
of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection
and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we oMer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Stephen,
St Agnes, St John the Baptist and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.

All Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

The priest says
Rejoicing in God’s new creation,
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
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All Our Father, who art in heaven, All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be thy name; hallowed be your name,
thy kingdom come; your kingdom come,
thy will be done; your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. on earth as in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. Give us today our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those as we forgive those
who trespass against us. who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation; Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, For the kingdom, the power,
the power and the glory, and the glory are yours
for ever and ever. now and for ever.
Amen. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The priest breaks the consecrated bread.
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

All Though we aremany, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Please feel free to use either the traditional or the contemporary
version as we pray together

AGNUS DEI is sung by the choir (Darke in F)

Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world, havemercy on us
Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world, havemercy on us.
Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

GIVING OF COMMUNION

The priest says the invitation to communion

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people
All Jesus Christ is holy

Jesus Christ is Lord,
To the glory of God the Father
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Sweet Sacrament divine,
hid in thine earthly home;
lo, round thy lowly shrine,
with suppliant hearts we come;
Jesu, to thee our voice we raise
In songs of love and heartfelt praise
sweet Sacrament divine.

Sweet Sacrament of peace,
dear home of every heart,
where restless yearnings cease,
and sorrows all depart.
there in thine ear, all trustfully,
we tell our tale of misery,
sweet Sacrament of peace.

Sweet Sacrament of rest,
ark from the ocean's roar,
within thy shelter blest
soonmay we reach the shore;
save us, for still the tempest raves,
save, lest we sink beneath the waves:
sweet Sacrament of rest.

Sweet Sacrament divine,
earth's light and jubilee,
in thy far depths doth shine
the Godhead's majesty;
sweet light, so shine on us, we pray
that earthly joysmay fade away:
sweet Sacrament divine. Francis Stanfield (1835-1914)

ANTHEM: Ave verum corpus (Mozart)

During the administration of communion the following will be sung:

If you are confirmed or a communicant member of the Church of England
or any other Christian church, you are welcome to receive communion

with us this morning. Otherwise, you are warmly invited to come forward to
receive a blessing. Please bring the service booklet with you or simply bow

your head as you approach the altar so we know you wish to receive a
blessing.

Gluten free wafers are available on request.
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After communion the Sacrament is processed through the church to the High
Altar for Benediction. As the Sacrament passes youmay wish to bow your head
or kneel in reverence

Of the glorious Body telling,
Omy tongue, its mysteries sing,
And the Blood, all price excelling,
Which the world's eternal King,
In a spotless womb once dwelling
Shed for this world's ransoming.

Given for us, for us descending,
Of a Virgin to proceed,
Man withman in converse blending,
Scattered he the Gospel seed,
Till his sojourn drew to ending,
Which he closed in wondrous deed.

At the last great Supper lying
Circled by his chosen band,
Duly with the law complying,
First he finished its command
Then, immortal Food supplying,
Gave himself with his own hand.

Wordmade Flesh, by word hemaketh
Bread his very flesh to be;
Man in wine Christ's Blood partaketh:
And if senses fail to see,
Faith alone the true heart waketh
To behold themystery.

As the procession reaches the High Altar

Therefore we, before him bending,
This great Sacrament revere;
Types and shadows have their ending,
For the newer rite is here;
Faith, our outward sense befriending,
Makes the inward vision clear.
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Glory let us give, and blessing
To the Father and the Son;
Honour, might and praise addressing,
While eternal ages run; St Thomas Aquinas (1227-1274)
Ever too his love confessing, tr J. M. Neale (1818-1866) and
Who, from both, with both is one. Amen. others

Theministers and people depart.

VOLUNTARY: Pièce d’Orgue (JS Bach)

Copyright acknowledgements: Material included in this service from CommonWorship: Service
and Prayers of the Church of England and fromNew Patterns of Worship is copyright:

© The Archbishops' Council 2000,
©Windsor Mass Carolyn Gower

The priest takes themonstrance containing the Blessed Sacrament and turns to
bless the people by making the sign of the cross. Somemay wish to respond by
crossing themselves.

All praise to you, our God and Father,
for you have fed us with the bread of heaven
and quenched our thirst from the true vine:
hear our prayer that, being grafted into Christ, wemay grow together in
unity and feast with him in his kingdom.

All Amen
The Sacrament is placed in the tabernacle as we sing

All Blessed and praised be Jesus Christ
in themost Holy Sacrament
Hosanna Hosanna Hosanna in Excelsis… (x3)

You are welcome to take this service sheet away with you
for private reflection or to give to a friend.

If you would like to knowmore about the Christian faith, please ask!
You can also find out more by following the“Our Faith” link on the

Church of England website: www.churchofengland.org

WEB SITE:
www.windsorchurches.org.uk


